… August, 2009

Dear Mr. President of TOKI,
I / We have been informed that TOKI, the Mass Housing Administration of the Republic of Turkey is considering a re-evaluation of the urban renewal process for the Sulukule neighborhood in the historical peninsula of Istanbul. I / We appreciate this intention, as I / we have been following the process in Sulukule since 2006 with great concern. Up to now I / We observed the process as evictions and demolitions, in addition to sales to the third parties under the pressure of Law 5366 that I / we do not approve at all.  I / We understand this as a violation of housing rights, in particular of vulnerable groups.

I / We have been informed that upon TOKI’s intention to revise the process, a new workshop (Sulukule Atölye) was initiated by concerned citizens and experts to prepare an alternative plan which aims to regain the housing rights of Sulukule residents and minimize the damage that has been caused so far. I am / We are happy to learn that the workshop process and its initial outcomes are being discussed with academic, civic and official institutions and until now enjoyed a very high degree of support, participation and enthusiasm. 

I / we strongly support TOKI in its intention to reconsider the process in collaboration with the representatives of the SULUKULE ATÖLYE. We also expect TOKI to continue and strengthen the dialogue with them. I / We will continue to follow the process and look forward to the implementation of the alternative plan that resettles the Sulukule community into its neighborhood. 

 I / We hope to see these public-private partnerships that promise participatory processes in the following TOKI projects, too.
Kind regards,

……………………
